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IS June 1994

Washington DC

D-DAY REMEMBERED. Omaha Beach, Utah Beach, Pointe du Hoc and the other hallowed
sites of a half-century ago came alive again this past week on the Normandy Coast of France,
where thousands of veterans of the Normandy invasion, their families, dignitaries and citizens of
the Allied nations commemorated the invasion of Normandy 50 years ago. On June 6 at the
American National Cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer, France, on a bluff overlooking Omaha Beach,
the generation that crushed Hitler's Atlantic Wall stood with the generations who have gro""n up
with and after the Berlin Wall, to mark that historic invasion. It was my honor -- as a veteran,
citizen and public servant -- to be with the U.S. Congressional delegation and President Clinton
at the U.S. Commemoration Ceremony at the Cemetery and other events marking the occasion.
Amid the thousands of white sentinels marking the graves of those who fought there, and the
many surviving veterans of that conflict who returned to remember their fallen comrades, it was
impossible not to be moved and humbled and full of pride for what happened there. The freedom
we enjoy today was fought for in real terms and with real sacrifice by soldiers who for the most
part had led ordinary lives in towns and cities back home. It is our duty not only to remember
them but to continue to live our lives and lead our country today in a way that makes their
sacrifice worthy.

•

•

•

REMEMBERING THE PASSAGE OF THE GI BILL. As we remember this month the battles
and sacrifices of 50 years ago, we do so secure in the knowledge that freedom triumphed over
oppression, that the losses suffered were not in vain. But on that day a half-century ago the

-

soldiers who stormed the beaches of Normandv. faced a most uncertain future. VictorY was not
assured. The immediate battle would bring thousands of casualties. Ultimate triumph in the war
would be a year away. Many more would die. Many more would be wounded. Many would
ultimately return home to the familiarity of their neighborhoods and communities, but they would
see the world much differently than when they left. For some the return home would be difficult,
filled with obstacles less foreboding than bullets and barbed wire, but roadblocks for them just
the same.
Their repatriation and adjustment, however, would be made much easier through another
historic event that occurred in June of 1944 -- the passage of the Sen'iceman's Readjustment
Act of 1944, known as the Gl Bill. That historic legislation today is widely considered to be
among the finest laws passed by Congress, and this month our nation celebrates the 50th
anniversary of the legislation. Signed into law by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on June 22,
1944, the law not only helped smooth the transition horne for veterans of World War II, it and
subsequent bills also have made possible the investment of billions of dollars in education and
training for millions of veterans, as well as the loan of billions of dollars to purchase homes for
millions of veteran families. Since 1944, more than 20 million veterans and dependents have
participated in Gl Bill education and training programs. In return our nation has earned many
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times its investment back and has been rewarded by a dramatically changed society.
.The GI Bill stands as a shining example of the good that government can do, of how it
can create something that truly works. And yet, like the invasion at Normandy, the legislation
had an uncertain beginning. Some felt it was too expensive and too sweeping. But ultimately,
through the work of all veteran organizations, and the greater pressure to pass something to offset
dire economic predictions. for the post-war years, the legislation was passed with overwhelming
support. Today, the GI Bill stands as a shining example of what government can do that truly
works. And lasts. As we consider reforms today that on the surface may seem to divide us, let
us look to the GI Bill as a source of inspiration, as an example of how we can come together on
common ground for the common good.

•

•

•

GETTING TO THE CORE OF HOMELESSNESS. Like sidewalks brok~n and buckled from
the force of a tree's roots, people uprooted by homelessness today face problems deeper than the
troubles we see on the surface. Poverty, lack of affordable housing, increased drug abuse, mental
and physical health problems, changing family structures and a breakdown in social institutions
are only some of the obstacles that have rendered them homeless in the

rust place.

These more

fundamental problems must be addressed along with immediate concerns of homelessness: the
homeless must become more than an eyesore to be removed from sight, they must be seen as
human beings who through innovative help can become self-sufficient members of our
communities. The buckled path of homelessness must be repaired from the ground up.
A recent Clinton Administration report, "Priori!)': Home! The Federal Plan to Break
the Cycle of Homelessness," makes important recommendations that seek to do just that. In May
I received a copy of the report from Housing and Urban Deyelopment Secretary Henry Cisneros,
and want to take this opportunity to let you know of this plan's elements, which are included in
the proposed Housing Choice and Community Investment Act of 1994 that is now under
consideration in House and Senate committees. The product of an eight-month. nationwide effort
that reached more than 14,000 individuals including government representatives, service providers
and the homeless, the plan analyzes the true nature and extent of homelessness. It emphasizes
the need for additional funding for the problem, and it recommends significant additional funding
to start us down a path of ending the cycle of homelessness. This includes the development of
a seamless system of services called the "continuum of care," a concept which encompasses
emergency needs, transitional support, and permanent housing. Instead ofplacing the emphasis
on emergency assistance, the plan calls for focusing on services designed to promote long-term
independence and self-sufficiency.
This plan builds on other Clinton Administration initiatives -- including Empowerment
Zones, the Educate America Act, the Reemployment Act and other initiatives -- and it represents
a commitment to join in a new partnership.

I look forward to further reviewing its

recommendations and being a part of the realistic change it is seeking.

•

•

•
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